PILGRIM WORSHIP - UCA WAGGA WAGGA - 24 May 2020
Song : Seek O Seek the Lord
Seek, O Seek the Lord
Seek, O seek the Lord, while He is near;
Trust Him, speak to Him in prayer, and He will hear.
God be with us in our lives,
direct us in our calling;
break the snares the world contrives,
keep us from falling.
Seek, O seek the Lord, while He is near;
Trust Him, speak to Him in prayer, and He will hear.
God, increase in us the life
that Christ by dying gave us.
Though we faint with mortal strife,
His blood will save us.
Seek, O seek the Lord, while He is near;
Trust Him, speak to Him in prayer, and He will hear.
Strengthen in our hearts the love
we owe to one another.
How can we love God above
and not our brother?
Seek, O seek the Lord, while He is near;
Trust Him, speak to Him in prayer, and He will hear.
James McAuley - Richard Connolly

Call to Worship,

Ruth Kerr

As we come together for worship today, may we respond to God’s invitation to be
His people, sharing in the resurrection life of Jesus.
In the words of Psalm 100 :

Gathering, prayer of confession and words of affirmation.

Betty Loiterton

Gathering
Here we gather, each from our individual lives. We carry with
us the joys and the worries of our week, the weight of our
personal experience, the anxieties of all that the future may
hold. Here we gather, in prayer and preparation. Here we knit
ourselves into a community online and here we share our
compassion for one another. Here we remember that the
work you have called us to do, we do not do it alone. Come let
us worship.

Prayer of Confession
God of glory, to you we give all praise, for your grace has surrounded us from before
the beginning, and by your grace we know that we are yours. Yet all too often, we
think that we alone belong to you, that we alone are your beloved, that we alone
know the way to you. Too often, we exclude from grace those who seem different
from us, those who use different words to speak of you or live their discipleship
differently from us. God of all, help us to feel the tenderness of your love, your hope
for intimacy with us in our daily lives. Help us to live in the holy love of you, poured
out in grace and mercy upon one another and all of creation. Amen
Words of affirmation
Even when we cannot see, or touch, or hear the presence of the divine among us,
we know that we belong to God. Just as God sent Jesus to walk with us long before
the world was ready, so God forgives us even before we ask. By grace, we are
loved, by grace, we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God!

Bible readings :

Robert Fraser

Acts 1:4-26 English Standard Version (ESV)
4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from
Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said,
“you heard from me;
5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit not many days from now.”
The Ascension
6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at
this time restore the kingdom to Israel?”
7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the
Father has fixed by his own authority.
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you,
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
end of the earth.”

9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and
a cloud took him out of their sight.
10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by
them in white robes,
11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus,
who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him
go into heaven.”
Matthias Chosen to Replace Judas
12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near
Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey away.
13 And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were
staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew
and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son
of James.
14 All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the
women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.
15 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in
all about 120) and said,
16 “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand
by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested
Jesus.
17 For he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.”
18 (Now this man acquired a field with the reward of his wickedness, and falling
headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out.
19 And it became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was
called in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.)
20 “For it is written in the Book of Psalms, “‘May his camp become desolate, and let
there be no one to dwell in it’; and “‘Let another take his office.’
21 So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord
Jesus went in and out among us, 2 beginning from the baptism of John until the day
when he was taken up from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to
his resurrection.”
23 And they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus,
and Matthias.
24 And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which
one of these two you have chosen
25 to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to
go to his own place.”
26 And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered
with the eleven apostles.
English Standard Version (ESV) The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. ESV®
Text Edition: 2016. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of
Good News Publishers.

John 17 : 1-11

Ruth Kerr

1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his
eyes to heaven, and said, "Father, the hour has come;
glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you,
2 since you have given him authority over all flesh, to
give eternal life to all whom you have given him.
3 And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom you have sent.
4 I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do.
5 And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you
before the world existed.
6 "I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world.
Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word.
7 Now they know that everything that you have given me is from you.
8 For I have given them the words that you gave me, and they have received them
and have come to know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that
you sent me.
9 I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have
given me, for they are yours.
10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them.
11 And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to
you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may
be one, even as we are one.
Introduction to song/personal story.
In Jerusalem our guide took us to the Upper Room. Now
whether it really was the original Upper Room where
Jesus met with his disciples, or not, is not relevant to my
story today. Walking around in the warmth and quiet of
the room, with the bright sunlight outside filtering dimly
through the shutters, I had the intense desire to stay
quietly in that space while the rest of the group moved
on. I stood and waited. I experienced such an amazing
and comforting awareness that God was there in that
room with me. The words of this song came so strongly
to my mind that I sang it softly to myself in response.

Marilyn Walter

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the holy One, is here

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the holy One, is here
Come bow before him now with reverence and fear
In him no sin is found we stand on holy ground
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the holy One, is here
Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around
He burns with holy fire, with splendor he is crowned
How awesome is the sight our radiant king of light
Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around
Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place
He comes to cleanse and heal, to minister his grace
No work too hard for Him, in faith receive from him
Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZugvUQ4m90U

George Thomas
WAITING

Greetings friends,
Pause 10 seconds -

While I remained silent just now, were you wondering what was happening ? Were
you asking “What is he waiting for?”
or “What is going to happen ? We all have been doing a lot of thinking and waiting in
recent weeks haven’t we. We hear sometimes confusing guidelines but are left to
make our own decisions on how to adopt guidelines to our particular circumstance.
In the reading Rob bought to us today from Acts, the followers of the risen Christ are
in a similar state. How were they feeling? What are they to do ? These are
questions we all have been confronting as we seek to meet the challenge of a
potentially devastating virus.
By looking at today’s reading we can see our experience is not unique. There are
parallels, parallels with the Covid experience and parallels with our relationship with
God.
When we seek guidance from God - his response is sometimes Yes, sometimes No,
but often Wait.
This is reflected in our reading today.
The community of followers were primarily uneducated people from the rebellious
Galilean region , well to the north of Jerusalem in Judea and even north of Samaria.
These “outsiders” being in conformist and collaborating Jerusalem have seen the
response of both the Jewish and Roman authorities to any challenge to the status
quo. Their very human instincts must have urged them to flee, but they are called to
remain.
In response to this urge, we see in verse six they are seeking a justification for taking
such risks in remaining. “Lord will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel” they
ask. But the reason for staying is not forthcoming. Rather two statements are given the first, that ”when” the kingdom is coming is not something they “need to know”
and the other in verse 8 “you will receive power” and “you will be my witnesses”. We
should note that these are not instructions, rather a declaration of what will occur.
And as we remembered in the Ascension service last Thursday they were confronted
with the realisation that their resurrected teacher had gone from their midst. The
level of bewilderment and aloneness was evident in their behaviour. While we hear
their eyes remained fixed heavenward, I suspect their mouths would be agape with
awe.

In the time we have suspended our physical meeting we have promoted a time of
“Prayer and Care” but we may well have experienced aloneness and uncertainty. We
have needed to respond to that challenge with very limited physical guidance and
support from others.
As Luke’s recording of events proceeds we see the disciples, the women, and all
those gathered “with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer”. I do not read
this as a single mass gathered around in a prayer circle, they may have been in
small groups, or individuals, may have moved off to a solitary place, but the
commitment and the focus of prayer had a common unity of purpose.
We often pray about a matter once, and fail to bring it before God again - persistent
prayer is powerful and seeking to honour important matters with prayer while seeking
to discern God’s will is ever so important.
The second opportunity while waiting is to study God’s word, individually and with
others. We hear Peter in verse 16 referring to the scriptures and searching there for
guidance. This study of the word provides an opportunity to evaluate our human
inclinations against this timeless Testament. We have decisions to make, in relation
to our personal lives and to our corporate life as the Body of Christ. We desperately
need to separate our ego and personal priorities out of the decision making process
to achieve actions that are reflective of God’s will. As we hear in Luke 22 (v42) “yet
not my will, but yours be done."
And what about getting something done ? As a part of Christ’s family we all have
parts to play. That is a very personal challenge and usually part of our growth in our
Christian journey. In this time of waiting, with physical limitations in place that may
seem difficult. In our reading today verse 21 addresses the consequence of Judas
Iscariot’s betrayal and death. Here they identify suitable candidates to fill the role left
vacant by Judas and using the election process of that time, draw lots and identify
Matthias as the new twelfth disciple of the Risen Christ. Despite the “lockdown” and
travel restrictions they were experiencing, the “business at hand” continued.
We are meeting by Zoom at Synod, Presbytery and Congregational level. Each of
us, as part of a “Safe Church” congregation should accept the limitations that are
necessary to ensure our society is as safe as can be while finding ways to undertake
God’s mission. It is inevitable this is and will continue to be different, but if we pray
and study the word and sustain our fellowship, we will find ways to witness the power
and grace of God.
I was viewing an online webinar this past week where the speaker was using voice
recognition software to generate subtitles so I could both hear and read his
presentation - the performance of the software was very good, the only variance I
noted between the spoken and the written caught my eye ! When the speaker
referred to the GUIDE, that is G-U-I-D-E , the voice recognition posted that word as
GOD.
The take away message today can be taken from that incident. While we need to
Pray, to study and to work in our Christian journey we need to ensure our guide is
God.
Shalom Shalom to each and every one of you.

We are one in the Spirit’
We are one in the Spirit
We are one in the Lord
We are one in the Spirit
We are one in the Lord
And we pray that all unity
May one day be restored
And they'll know we are Christians
By our love, By our love
Yes, they'll know we are Christians
By our love
We will walk with each other
We will walk hand in hand
We will walk with each other
We will walk hand in hand
And together we'll spread the news
That God is in our land
We will work with each other
We will work side by side
We will work with each other
We will work side by side
And we'll guard each man's dignity
And save each man's pride
All praise to the Father
From whom all things come
And all praise to Christ Jesus His only son
And all praise to the Spirit
Who makes us one
Make us one, Lord!
Make us one, Lord!
Jason Upton
Blessing : -

https://youtu.be/223tNefcC-U
Ruth Kerr

Our Blessing is coming from the UK today. In this case United Kingdom has a bigger
meaning for me. The singers come from many parts of the UK, from a variety of
Churches and from diverse backgrounds, perhaps symbolic of the United Kingdom
of God. People from all over the world united in faith in Jesus Christ. One body, one
voice. May we all be blessed to be a blessing. Amen

The Lord bless you
And keep you
Make His face shine upon you
And be gracious to you
The Lord turn His
Face toward you
And give you peace
As we receive, we agree, amen
Amen, amen, amen
May His favor be upon you
And a thousand generations
And your family and your children
And their children, and their children

Amen, amen, amen
May His presence go before you
And behind you, and beside you
All around you, and within you
He is with you, He is with you

Amen, amen, amen
Original Song “The Blessing” by Cody Carnes, Kari Jobe and Elevation Worship.
https://youtu.be/PUtll3mNj5U

